Bethany Lutheran Church

Council Report

1. Reported By: Pastor Ronald T. Glusenkamp
2. Organization: Church Council  January 25, 2011 Meeting
3. Date: January 25, 2011
4. Report Purpose and Scope: 
1.Coach for the Coaches

2.February Opportunities

3.Narrative Eucharist -March 6, 2011

4. Lent 2011

5.BE THE BLESSING -May 22, 2011
6. AVENUES of Hope- 9 10 11
7. Outreach Suggestions- Soup for the Soul

5. Summary for Council:
1. Coach for the Coaches

It is important for the leaders of any organization to have times when they are "coached" in order that they/we might perform at the top of their game, so that others can be "equipped, empowered and unleashed." In December the executive committee entered into a "coaching aggreement" with Rev. Rick Rouse. Rick has met with the pastoral staff and executive committee and has written up a report/proposed action plan.  
2. WOW, is what I have to say in terms of the poverty simulation, SOUPER SUNDAY, arrival of the DENVER CUPCAKE TRUCK, Pastor Ruth Ann's class

and THE BIBLE IN 25 Minutes   
3. Narrative Eucharist- "How come we do it like that?"

4. Ash Wednesday is March 9-Easter Sunday is April 24

5. BE THE BLESSING-Check out February Beacon

6. Avenues of Hope 9 10 11- Metro CareRing collaboration like 10 10 10



6. Detailed Plans or Next Steps: 
 1. See proposed action plan and retreat schedule
2. Postcards, web, social media, robo calls, announcements and PERSONAL INVITES

3. Worship and Music Ministry team is working on a script for this event.

4. On Your Mark +, Get SENT, GROW!

2 Corinthians 9:8

 "And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work." "Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy"  3rd Commandment- The National Day of Unplugging is from sundown on March 4- sundown on March 5. You can learn more about this opportunity which is being promoted by an organization called the Sabbath Manifesto. The Sabbath Manifesto is a creative project designed to slow down lives in an increasingly hectic world. http://www.sabbathmanifesto.org/unplug

It is our hope and prayer that by unplugging the outcome will be that  you and I will receive "energy" from the Holy Spirit so that we are re-charged and the blessings will flow and abound.

One of the many things I am very grateful for is your willingness to "take time to be holy" during the Season of Lent. We have an amazing journey planned for the members and friends of Bethany Lutheran Church. 

Our Lenten experience echoes our congregation's theme this year, "Blessed to be a Blessing." Our journey on Sundays and Wednesdays will focus on the following:

•
The Blessing of Fasting

•
The Blessing of Solitude

•
The Blessing of Community

•
The Blessing of being Unplugged

•
The Blessing of being Plugged in

•
The Blessing of Feasting

As Intern Jess reminds us "Be The Blessing."
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

the well of eternal life,

the light of the world,

the breath giving life to dry bones.

Amen.

5. BE THE BLESSING- MAY 22-2011
(see February Beacon)

6. Avenues of Hope 9 10 11- Plans are being made to have a 100 day journey which raises funds, food and hope.
7. Outreach Suggestion- $1,000 to go to Porter Hospice- Soup for the Soul

Join us for our 11th annual event on February 21, 2011 at the Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel to support  the patients and families of Porter Hospice and St. Anthony Hospice.

At this annual fundraiser, guests enjoy sampling gourmet soups and appetizers from Denver’s finest restaurants and can also bid on beautiful pieces of art by local and national artists during a silent auction. For over twenty five years, thousands of people have had their lives enriched by Porter Hospice and St. Anthony Hospice. Each of us can make a difference and enrich the life of a hospice patient—whether it’s an artist donating their work, a restaurant offering their soup, or a community member attending the event. 
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