1. Reported by: Pastor Ruth Ann Loughry
2. Organization: Clergy 

3. Date: 2-23-2010

4. Report Purpose and Scope: To update you on activities in pastoral care/leadership and programmatic staff.

5. Summary for Council: 

a. Lent is upon us – with excellent planning and implementation, we pray that “Bread for the Journey” will be food for member’s souls.  The Holy Spirit will be the yeast to make it ‘rise’ to the occasion!

6. Detailed Findings or Accomplishments:

a. The Rocky Mountain Synod Pastors Theological Conference in Colorado Springs was an excellent conference.  We studied the ‘Word’ in preaching, art and son.  It was a chance to connect with colleagues and think critically/objectively about how ‘Word’ is presented at Bethany.  Pastoral Intern Caitlin Trussell and I attended.  

b. Also in January one of our Stephen Ministers (Jeanette Arps Manos) attended Leadership Training.  Her joining the leadership team made opportunity to reassess and realign the tasks and duties of the Stephen Leaders. 

c. Kevin Dragseth has attended two gatherings of students in the Certification School and is working daily with on-line assignments / projects.  He is discovering that Bethany is well down the road of incorporating Faith Formation language and concepts.  A plan has been developed for the continuation of Faith Formation in the Youth Department, which Kevin will present in a variety of venues. 

d. Three new Caring Visitors were trained and have been assigned home centered members.

e. Our seniors in XYZ are enjoying new projects under Michelle Stone Kraus’ leadership. 

f. I conducted two funerals; one a member, the other a relative of a member.

g. Much time was given to planning of Lent.  Please see all the delivery systems in the devotional.  There are activities for many age groups.  We are being intentional to connect the theme to both Wednesday evening and Sunday morning programming.   

7. Detailed Plans or Next Steps: 

a. Beginning in March, Pr Ron and myself will be once again reading stories to our students in BECC.  

8. Items or Issues for Council Attention:

a. Alignment of budget and staff resources with MVG and Faith Formation.

b. I would be interested in feedback about the Lenten experience from your perspective in regards to: theme, resources, assistance in faith formation, participation of members and self.     

