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3. Date: July 22, 2010
4. Report Purpose and Scope: 
Update for Council
5. Summary for Council:
     
6. Detailed Plans or Next Steps: 
 

Sunday's Dedication of the Bail Street Townhomes was an amazing event. 

Check out: http://cbs4denver.com/green/habitat.for.humanity.2.1826300.html
This year @ Camp Arcadia Peter Mayer  teamed up with me to lead a series of week long lectures on God’s Standard or Gold Standard. This is the BOOK of Faith initiative that we presented at the Churchwide Assembly in August, 2009. Since that time I have led the study in a variety of settings at Bethany. 

This summer  has been a time to look forward with in terms of several ministries at Bethany. We are delighted to be welcoming our new organist Rick Seaton and BECC Director Susan Swank. We were able to thank Caitlin Trussell for serving as our intern as well as Sheree Weverstad as interim organist. We’ve celebrated milestone anniversaries for pastors and their spouse. We anticipated a joyfilled, “Christmas in July” (July 25) over 2400lbs of food was received in addition to an amazing amount of school supplies for the Kids of Kandahar. We look forward to  a wonderful “Marriage Sunday” on August 8th. A reading of  the Beacon and trips to

www.bethany-denver.org reveal many activities and events which are all about

Vibrant Faith-Book of Faith.

As you may recall, last year approval and funds were granted for Pastor Ruth Ann and I to participate in a continuing education event at Luther Seminary. Unfortunately, that event was cancelled and we didn’t get to “do” continuing education in 2009. I am presenting to events that I would like approval and funding for (actually, it seems that only one event needs the funding approval, since we never spent the designated money last year). (Full descriptions have been made  available in your mail folders)

The first event is called “NEW VISION FOR THE LONG PASTORATE.” It takes place on October 19-October 21, 2010. 

http://www.alban.org/learningdetail.aspx?id=8749

I am very attracted to this event because it seems to 

come at the “right” time for me. As the flier states, 

The seminar will address… 

1.
How do you practice good self care physically, mentally and spiritually to prevent burnout and nourish your life with God? 

2.
How can you be the kind of empowering leader that multiplies leaders in the congregation and prevents unhealthy overdependence on the pastor? 

3.
How is your spiritual journey connecting with that of the congregation? 

4.
How does the congregation clarify its sense of corporate identity, its purpose, its core values and its understanding of God’s vision for its future? 

5.
How do we negotiate healthy expectations of the pastor?... healthy expectations of the congregation? 

6.
What are the most critical changes confronting your congregation? 

7.
To what degree are the pastor and the church board truly partners in leadership? (Many congregations are over managed and under led) 

8.
How do these partners engage in mutual self-assessment? (in contrast to a clergy “performance review”) 

9.
How do we engage the cancerous influence of consumerism and hyper-individualism that threaten the health and viability of the Body of Christ? 

10.
How can conflict be addressed to produce spiritual growth instead of communal destruction? 

11.
How do pastor and congregation anticipate and guard against the danger of becoming “stuck”. 

12.
How is your congregation engaging the emerging generation? (18 to 35 year olds) 

The seminar takes place at a retreat center near Seattle. Tuition is $549 plus room and board $319, plus a flight of approximately $300. Approximate total cost  $1168.

A second event that I’d like to have approval for and funding granted is in January 2011 near Portland, Oregon. This event is based on the work of Parker Palmer who is an amazing leader in terms of service, leadership and faithful integrity. The title of the worship is Journey Toward an Undivided Life (A Circle of Trust Retreat). It takes place January 12-14, 2011. Normally the cost is $800 but there is a discount for clergy that brings it to $650. A flight is approximately $300, which brings the request to approximately $950. 

http://www.couragerenewal.org/images/stories/reg-pdfs/jtuljanuary2011.pdf

In A Hidden Wholeness – The Journey Towards an Undivided Life (Jossey-Bass, 2004), Dr. Palmer describes the importance of creating circles of trust, trustworthy spaces in which honest sharing and deep learning can occur:

In this culture, we know how to create spaces that invite the intellect to show up, to argue its case, to make its point. We know how to create spaces that invite the emotions to show up, to express anger or joy. We know how to create spaces that invite the will to show up, to consolidate effort and energy around a common task. And we surely know how to create spaces that invite the ego to show up,

preening itself and claiming its turf! But we seem to know very little about creating spaces that invite the soul to show up, the core of ourselves, our selfhood.

In this retreat skilled facilitators help create a quiet, focused, and disciplined space—a circle of trust—in which the noise within us and around us can subside and we can begin to hear our own inner voice. In large group, small group, and solitary settings, we will explore the intersection of our personal and professional lives, making use of stories from our own journeys, and insights from poets, storytellers, and various wisdom traditions.

It is this book “A Hidden Wholeness” that was very instrumental in helping me discern to return to parish ministry.

I believe both events are in alignment with MVG’s of Bethany as well as my call as Senior Pastor. I thank you in advance for your consideration and approval.

On Friday, July 23rd, I flew up to Minneapolis to meet with our intern designate, Jessica Harris Daum. She and Trey will be arriving in Denver in August. We anticipate her first day with us will be August 15th. The purpose of the trip is to get-acquainted and help her get acclimated to the MVG’s, schedule, mission and ministry of BLC.

At our July Council Meeting, wel'll have an intentional and caring conversation about 

Rediscover Church - Ten Reasons Why People Leave, and Why They're Coming Back. I propose Pastor Ruth and I replace our  monthly Council reports at the July Council meeting with a discussion on this book.

In order to facilitate that discussion, Rhonda has randomly assigned a chapter to each of you (see below). If you do not plan to attend the meeting on July 27, please find someone to take your section.

Reason #1 - Becky G.

Reason #2 - Kevin M.

Reason #3 - Heather K.

Reason #4 - Andy G.

Reason #5 - Maren D.

Reason #6 - Brenda G.

Reason #7 - Bill K.

Reason #8 - Don A.

Reason #9 - Peggy F.

Reason #10 - Terry P.

Why People are Coming Back to Church - Del H.

How Do I Go Back to Church - Michelle S.K.

More Tips on Going Back to Church - Derek B.

God’s blessings to you during these days of summer.

Peace,

Pastor Ron
August 1  Terrie Miller Thanksgiving @8am

August 8 Marriage Sunday  bring a pound of rice for each year you’ve been married

August 15 

8 and 9 am Mary, Mother of our Lord

9 am food breakdown for METRO CARE RING

10:30am Paul Schaier Sunday

(some place in here we need to also welcome the NEW INTERN)
August 22  Mary Lloyd at 10:30am service   

August 29  
Conversation on Worship

Commissioning at 9am service of ss teachers/faith formation leaders

  September 5

Blessing of Hands

Sepember 12

Back to Church Sunday
.
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