

Christian Education for 1st – 5th Grades

Sundays, 9:00 – 9:15 a.m.

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  John 8:12

Our mission is to teach children to:

Know Jesus as God’s Light shining in the world;

Love Jesus and let His Light shine in you and transform you;

Serve Jesus as you “Go and let your Light shine to others.”

A warm and welcoming environment awaits children in the Kids’ Light program.  Each creatively decorated classroom is functional for a specific kind of learning experience.  

Kids’ Light uses a Workshop Rotation approach, which brings children into small group workshops for creative and relevant Bible learning.  Major bible stories and concepts are taught through kid-friendly, multi-media workshops (art, storytelling, games, drama, A-V, computers, movement, puppets, cooking, etc.).  Each Bible story is taught for 3-4 weeks and children rotate to a different workshop experience each week.  Activities are designed to enhance each child’s multiple intelligences and give them opportunities to learn in their own way.

Shepherds are caring adults who provide continuity and nurture, so children come to a place where they feel welcomed, valued, and cared for while learning to know and follow Jesus.


  All 1st-5th grade children gather in the Great Hall, where they are greeted by their Shepherds and they participate in a lively, large group music opening.  We sing together, collect offerings, do a brief introduction of the lesson or liturgical theme, and close with prayer.  Then, accompanied by their Shepherds, children rotate to a different workshop each week.




Listen to a storyteller in costume give a firsthand account of the story in a Bible times environment.  


Express your understanding of Bible stories using your own creativity and a variety of art media.  Learn to appreciate fine religious art.



See Bible stories come alive through DVD selections such as The Visual Bible or animated versions of the Bible story or reflect on the story in contemporary situations.  Relax and learn while enjoying a bag of popcorn.


Learn Bible stories through a variety of Bible games.  You may team up with others to be contestants in a game show, play a life-size version of a board game, or learn through other exciting and popular games.



Experience the Bible story through body movement, no-script drama, pantomime, or puppets.  Learn the story by being in the story.  Get to know Bible people as real people with feelings and emotions.  The drama room is equipped with lots of costumes and props.



Interact with Bible stories, create contemporary versions, or play computer quiz games using a variety of exciting computer software.



Search for faith treasures in this map room.  You may explore where and how to find the story, background facts, Bible geography, Bible culture, or be challenged by questions which apply faith to today’s world.



This flexible space is used for music and movement activities and for a variety of special workshop activities.

Contact me if you have questions or wish to volunteer:

Rit Vogel, Director of Faith Formation for Children’s Christian Education

303-639-4349, Email:  rit@bethany-denver.org
GODLY PLAY CURRICULUM CALENDAR 2010-2011
Sep 12

Creation


Brunch for teachers and families at 10:30

Sep 19

Noah





Sep 26

Abraham and the Great Family
Oct 3

Exodus

Oct 10   
The Law (Ten Best Ways to Live)
Oct 17

The Ark and a Tent for God

Oct 24

The Temple, a House for God

Oct 31

David, Singer of Songs

Nov 7

Exile and Return



Nov 14   
Jonah

Nov 21

Advent 1
Nov 28

Advent 2
Dec 5

Advent 3



Advent Fair, 10:30 – 12:00

Dec 12

Advent 4



Christmas Program at 10:30
Dec 19


CHRISTMAS BREAK


Dec 26


CHRISTMAS BREAK
Jan 2  


CHRISTMAS BREAK


Jan 9

Boy Jesus in the Temple




Jan 16

Jesus’ Baptism



Jan 23

Parable of the Good Shepherd


Jan 30

Parable of the Mustard Seed
Feb 6

Parable of the Good Samaritan

Feb 13

Parable of the Sower / Leaven
Feb 20

Baptism
Feb 27

The Good Shepherd and the Lord’s Supper




Mar 6

Jesus and the Children / Bartimaeus
Mar 13

Jesus and Zacchaeus
Mar 20

Jesus the King




Mar 27

Jesus’ Last Passover







Apr 3

Jesus is Risen



Journey to the Cross 

 

Apr 10

The Road to Emmaus





Apr 17

 
PALM SUNDAY – NO CLASSES         



Apr 24


EASTER SUNDAY – NO CLASSES     




May 1

Ascension

May 8

Pentecost

May 15


CLOSING PROGRAM & ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

Godly Play Teachers, 2010-2011

Blue Group     4/07 - 3/08

         


Room 108

Nicole Strong

Karen Van Heukelem 

Sally Lieb 

Ali Macheca 

Green Group         1/06 - 3/07




Room 106

Carrie Orcutt 

Jennifer Newman 

Caroline Bergman 

Nickie Fowler 
Red Group             3/05 - 12/05



Room 105

Natalie Dailey 

Nancy Kraatz 

Janet Willson 

Sherry Jones 

Yellow Group         7/04 - 2/05



Room 104

Katie Staples 

Jessica March 

Carrie Romine 
Janet Sparling 

Irene Ahrens  
KIDS’ LIGHT GROUPS and SHEPHERDS

2010-2011

Group

    Grade     Name             Phone

Baptized Believers

1st

Ellery Veldhuizen
      







Darcy-Miccio-Pace
      







Julie Rethman
      

Devoted Disciples

2nd

Regina Ramey

       







Becky Lusk

       







Ken Wills

       

Faithful Followers

3rd 

Kathy Apodaca
      


Bev Van Kirk

       

Prayerful People

4th
     
Susan Pfabe-Wiggans        





     
Irene McLean                    


Steadfast Stewards

5th 

Cheryl Katschke
      







Laura Romig

      







Jennifer Miller
       

Kids’LIGHT 2010-2011

Rescued and Redeemed

Adam and Eve  Sep 12, 19, 26

Concepts:  

· Come to understand the story of how sin came into the world, the original harmony and beauty of God’s creation, the destructive effects of sin, and the love of God for sinners from the beginning of time.  

Objectives:  

· Recognize that sin has caused great harm to us and the world.  Only God can repair the damage.  

· The only thing that keeps us right with God is His grace and forgiveness  

· Identify temptations and wrong choices in our own lives and ways to be obedient to God.

Bible Memory Verse:  “All of us have sinned and fall short of God’s glory.  But God treats us much better than we deserve, and because of Christ Jesus, he freely accepts us and sets us free from our sins.”  Romans 3:23-24 CEV

The Exodus Journey: Plagues and Passover, Escape and Wilderness  

Oct 3, 10, 17, 24 
Concepts: 

· By mighty acts of power, God delivered the Israelites from slavery to freedom.  

· God is the one who is able to act powerfully in our world of space and time – and we can trust God, who is more than able to provide for us. 

· When we know God as “the One who is always present,” willing and able to act for us, we are free to live our present lives by faith. 

Objectives:
· We remember how God saved His people in the past and trust God to love and care for us today.  

· Know that when we feel helpless, we can call on God to act.

· Know that God helps people who are suffering. 

· God commands us to remember His saving acts with worship and praise.

Bible Verse:  “The Lord gives me strength and makes me sing.  He has saved me.  He is my God, and I will praise him.  He is the God of my fathers, and I will honor him.”  Exodus 15:2 ICB
Daniel and Friends  Oct 31, Nov 7, 14

Concepts:  

· Daniel and his friends faced the challenges of living in exile by remaining faithful to God.  

· Daniel and his friends trusted in God and prayed for God’s help to get them through tough times.

Objectives: 

· Being faithful to God isn’t always easy.  Be willing to stand up for your faith and do what is right even in difficult situations.  
· We can pray and trust in God when we are afraid; God helps us when we are in trouble.
Bible Verse:  “Don’t ever be afraid or discouraged! I am the Lord your God, and I will be there to help you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:9 CEV

Lost Sheep / Lost Coin  Nov 21, 28, Dec 5
Concepts:  

· We are all God’s flock, and every sheep is precious to Him.

· God is merciful and seeks out all (sinners) who are lost.  

· God calls us to celebrate with him when the lost are found.

Objectives:  

· Understand that Jesus told these parables to teach us to include and care for others.   

· Know that Jesus cares about us when we are lost.

Bible Verse: The Lord God said, “I promise to take care of them and keep them safe, to look for those that are lost and bring back the ones that wander off.”  Ezekiel 34:15-16 

Jesus Calms the Storm  Jan 9, 16, 23, 30
Concepts: 

· Jesus, the Lord over nature, has the power to save us in time of danger.

· Jesus teaches his followers to have faith even in times of trouble.

Objectives: 
· Trust that Jesus has authority over every part of our world and our life.

· Call to Jesus in time of danger, confident in His presence and power.

Bible Verse:  “God is our protection and our strength.  He always helps in times of trouble.  Psalm 46:1 ICB  
Zacchaeus  Feb 6, 13, 20, 27
Concepts:  

· Zacchaeus was a Jewish man who worked as a tax collector for the Roman government, sometimes cheating people by taking too much money.  He changed his dishonest ways and became a man of faith who had a relationship with Jesus. 

·  Jesus came to save all lost sinners, including the outcast and unloved people in our society.

Objectives: 

· Jesus loves and forgives us, no matter what mistakes we have made.

· When we are truly sorry, we want to make amends for things we have done wrong. 

·  Our love for Jesus causes us to make changes in our lives.

Bible Verse:  ‘The Son of Man came to look for and to save people who are lost.”

Luke 19:10 CEV

Journey to the Cross  Mar 6, 13, 20
Concepts:  

· Jesus is our Savior, who although he was not guilty of any sin, suffered and died for the sins of all people.  

· Understand that Jesus’ resurrection means that although he died on the cross, he now has new life, and so we are given everlasting life when we place our faith in him.

Objectives: 

· Know the story of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection. 

· Hold firm to Jesus as their Savior, believing that Jesus has overcome the devil and his evil power.

· Rejoice that Jesus has risen from the dead and be eager to serve him and tell others about him. 

Bible Verse:  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” 

John 3:16 NRSV 

Journey to the Cross (Easter Walk)   - March 27
The Prodigal Son  April 3, 10 and May 1, 8
Concepts:  

· While the prodigal was distant from his Father, he led a life of sin that enslaved him until he repented.  
· The Father in the parable represents God, who always welcomes his “lost” children home; He doesn’t turn anyone away who asks to be forgiven.  
· Grace is God’s unconditional love for each of us and the unearned forgiveness that allows us to be a part of the Kingdom of God.
Objectives:
· Making bad choices can hurt you and others.  

· God doesn’t want us to be angry and jealous, even when things don’t seem fair.  

· To understand that God wants us to be thankful for what we have.  

· We are to accept and love those whom God has accepted and loved.

Bible Verse:  “The Lord is loving and merciful, slow to become angry and full of constant love.”  Psalm 145:8 TEV

Closing Program & Ice Cream Social  May 15
