One mission of Bethany Lutheran Church, through the ministry of it’s Health and Wellness Cabinet, is to share God’s grace and love in Jesus Christ with all people by promoting health, wholeness and healing of body, mind and spirit."
This mission inspired Bethany’s Military Support Group to draft this Memorandum of Understanding in order to formalize a working partnership for health and wellness between Bethany Lutheran Church and Project Sanctuary.
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Between

Project Sanctuary

and 

Bethany Lutheran Church, Cherry Hills Village, CO

For Application of Support and Services for Military Families

This memorandum of Understanding (MOU) establishes a partnership between A Sanctuary for Military Families, DBA, Project Sanctuary and Bethany Lutheran Church, it’s Health and Wellness Cabinet and Military Support Group Ministry, DBA, Operation One Nation.

I.  Mission

The Project Sanctuary is a 501(c)-3 non-profit organization whose mission is to provide therapeutic, curative, supportive and recreational activities to veterans, active military personnel, their spouses and children in a leisure environment.
Bethany Lutheran Church:

Bethany Lutheran Church is an affiliated congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and desires to fulfill that church body resolution to support military members and their families as follows:
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Together, the parties enter into this MOU to mutually promote the spiritual, emotional, and physical well being of military members and their families who have been affected by deployment, war or other stresses.  Accordingly, Project Sanctuary and Bethany Lutheran Church operating under this MOU agree as follows:

II. Purpose and Scope
A.  Project Sanctuary and Bethany Lutheran Church, through it’s operating agents and agencies, will combine their spiritual, physical and financial resources to foster wellness in military families through increased communication, expressions of care for one another, and shared experiences of recreation -- with the goal of reducing rates of divorce, marital and child abuse, substance abuse, and suicides among Project Sanctuary participant families.

B.  Target Community,  Program Services and Follow-up
1.  The community to be served are military members and their families who are experiencing difficulties as a result of war, other deployments and the day-to-day stresses of military life.  The military members may be on active duty, veterans of prior wars and conflicts, affiliated with Project Wounded Warrior and from any of the military service branches.  
2.  Our primary focus will be on local, Colorado military families.  We have set a limit of no more than 30% of our families to be from other states.

3.  Military families will benefit from a continuity of services beginning with a five-night therapeutic retreat as led by a Licensed Professional Counselor and staff.   Volunteers outside the realm of professional services are invited to participate with Project Sanctuary in this endeavor.   
4. Project Sanctuary will follow-up contact with families will be for a minimum period of two years.  This follow-up will be specific to each family and may include follow-on assistance with employment, housing, personal and/or family counseling.

III. Responsibilities:

A.  The organizations agree to the following responsibilities within this MOU:

      1.   Retreat and Follow-up services

a.  Project Sanctuary will continue to provide therapeutic retreat services and keep Bethany Lutheran Church and it’s Operation One Nation ministry apprised of service opportunities. 
b. Bethany Lutheran Church  will provide assistance as it is able including retreat volunteers, financial and other support for retreat activities.
c.  Centus, as a guiding entity of the Operation One Nation ministry and as a  contributing member of the Bethany Military Support Group, is available to provide mental health and wellness follow-up to military members and their families under separate terms and conditions.  

d.  Bethany Lutheran Church will also seek to provide pastoral care and counseling support as requested by Project Sanctuary agents.  
2. 
It is the responsibility of the Project Sanctuary Director to provide, on a regular     basis, a verbal and/or written report regarding the use of funds and other resources provided by Bethany Lutheran Church.  The frequency and nature of the report will be jointly agreed between the Director and Bethany’s appointed liaison to the ministry.
 IV.  Contacts:

Contact for Project Sanctuary:  Heather Ehle




   303-359-6122




   Heather@ProjectSanctuary.us
Contacts for Bethany Lutheran Church:
  (1) Warren Miller – Chair, Military Support Group 




   augerdogger@aol.com




   (2) Director, Health and Wellness (currently vacant)

 (3) Dr. Jack Lindsey, Health and Wellness Cabinet (Liaison)







V.  Terms of Understanding

A.   The term of this MOU is for a period of twelve months from the effective date of this agreement and may be extended upon written mutual agreement.  It shall be reviewed at least annually to ensure it is fulfilling it’s purpose and to make any necessary changes or revisions.
B.  Either organization may terminate this MOU upon thirty (30) days written notice without penalties or liabilities.

VI.  Authorization:

The signing of this MOU is not a formal undertaking.  It implies that the signatories will strive to reach, to the best of their abilities, the objectives stated in the MOU.

On behalf of the organization I represent, I wish to sign this MOU and contribute to its further development.

Project Sanctuary:

______________________________________________________________________________Name/Signature/Title



                                             Date













Bethany Lutheran Church:
______________________________________________________________________________
Name/Signature/Title








Date

