Pastoral Report to Council

9.24.09

Pastor Ruth Ann Loughry
Dear Council, 

September has been another busy month as we begin the fall programming once again.  It’s all about Faith Formation as we watch Jesus transform lives through faithful disciples!  Read on…

Pastoral Care:

Baptismal seminar

Several counseling one on one sessions

Worked one on one with two confirmation students

Two deaths 

Hospital visits and a home visit

Led LIFE class on 9.20

Preparations for Kathy Eggleston’s Celebration
Stephen Ministers:

Blessing of Hands during all three worship services 

Training of new small group facilitators on 9.26 – Jean Lindsey

You’ll see an increased promotion of Stephen Ministry during October – Leslie Schopp

Youth:

Kids Light and Godly Play: all teachers trained and teaching: Rit

Confirmation Fair 9.9 – all sign-ups: registrations, camps, choirs, trips, etc.  Molly, Joni

Worship on Wednesdays – New format and more kid friendly liturgy – Paula, Ruth Ann 


Creation worship service in the Youth Room on 9.16 – Pr Ron, Kevin, Joni

Middle School / Senior High: 65 total kids on Rally Day, with class and social time

‘Connect’ is the new class format for Middle School and Senior High.  One adult per five students.  How do we ‘Connect’ with Christ, self, family, friends, others?  Graffiti wall is fabulous!

Confirmation service projects:  2nd Wind Walk: Molly Sullivan

Confirmation entry for 7th graders:  one on one visits with the 7th grade students and their parents to give overview of program and Faith Formation concepts.  Pr Ron, myself, Caitlin, Kevin

Faith Formation Team:

Rev. Paul Hill visited on 9.2.  Great day of conversation about how to continue to lead the congregation in Vibrant Faith Formation.  Next concrete steps are to specifically train parents in Faith Formation. 

Monitoring work load of team. 

Planning a November Faith Formation insert with ‘Faith Talk’ stories from congregation members. 

See my sermon from 9.13 Rally Day, (attached or at Bethany’s web site) for a vision and understanding of Vibrant Faith Formation.  

Seniors:

Young at Heart: Thank you to Pr Ron for leading on 9.11.  Kathy Eggleston gave the program.  Kathy Shearer was our hospitality person. 

XYZ: Michelle Stone Kraus did a fantastic job leading XYZ with enthusiasm, Christian care, exercise and energy!  We have a team of RN’s taking blood pressure checks.  

WELCA:

Women’s retreat at Loretto Heights on Nov 6-7: Planning with Caitlin and Peggy Ferguson, Balance is overrated; Turn your Holidays into Holy Days

Global Mission Task Force:

Finalizing our mission recipients for this fiscal year

Davison from God’s Garden will be visiting soon

Fellowship Team:

New greeter program: Deb 

Pr Ron and I will be attending a continuing education course at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN, Nov 3-6.  Building Intentional Leadership Skills.  It is meant to assist clergy in moving people through difficult issues.  I am excited about this course! 

Thank you for your support and leadership.  Serving Jesus with you, 

Pastor Ruth Ann

