Bethany Lutheran Church

Council Report

1. Reported By: Pastor Ruth Ann Loughry
2. Organization: Clergy
3. Date: 3/23/2010
4. Report Purpose and Scope: 
Update on pastoral care and program issues
5. Summary for Council:
6. Staff changes:

7. Michelle Stone Kraus has stepped down from leading XYZ to pursue another opportunity.  Kathy Shearer will be leading for the spring. 

8. Lenten retreat:

9. We had an excellent retreat with 40 participants including staff.  The study of The Good Book, was helpful in facilitating people’s thoughts / theology around tough cultural issues and the scriptures that address those issues.  (Race, anti-Semitism, women, homosexuality)

10. Lent: Bread for the Journey:

11. It continues to go very well!  Noon worship and soup, Taize, pretzels, labyrinth and art crafts, stretch and pray.  They are all excellent opportunities for growth. 

12. LMI – Lutheran Malaria Initiative:

13. Pastor Andrea’s visit was well received.  We had 20 people at lunch.  Then she had a great conversation with the RMS youth leadership team who’s creativity was inspiring. 

14. Jonathan Rundman:

15. A different sound in worship – well received.  Kids loved him during his time with them!

16. Worship and Music Team: 

17. Continues to address how our worship is aligned with MVG.  They had excellent turn out for the Sunday Assembly classes.  

18. Faith Formation Team:

19. We’ve changed the format of our meetings to include more visioning time and spiritual growth for the five of us.  We can’t preach what we aren’t practicing! 

20. Hein Fry Lecture:

21. There were only 30 participants for this event.  Great speaker and Q&A afterwards.

22. F.A.I.T.H. Conference, April 23-24:

23. Plans are being finalized for this conference.  Our keynote speaker is Dr. David Anderson, Vibrant Faith Ministries.  The other presenters are staff and lay people from the Rocky Mountain Synod area congregations.  Truly faith is being passed on - and will be modeled through this weekend!  



24. Detailed Plans or Next Steps: 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to move amongst God's people during Holy Week services.  Celebrate with our First Communion students, ponder and wonder at the amazing gift of Good Friday, wade through the scriptures and worship on Easter Vigil, awake with praise and joy on Easter morn!
3/30/2010
Page 1 of 2

