Pastor Glusenkamp –Church Council Report for July 2011

We are on the right path.
I want to share with you some affirmation and confirmation which has to do with how we are moving forward. Faith formation is key to this journey because it:

1. equips and empowers people to follow call

2. provides us with a common language and lens by which to view ministries

3. provides milestones and access points along the way

4. acknowledges that home is church, too
There are different ways to talk about how we see what it is that we see. I find the whole notion of “borderlands” quite helpful and instructive. I also know that some folks prefer the term “missional.” While still others like to think about the shift from “inside-out” to “outside-in.” All of this is connected to what Pastor Rick Rouse was asking us to consider when he first met with us

Pastor Ruth Ann’s sermon on Sunday, July 24th was powerful and quite insightful. She said,

 “Parables paint holy and imaginative pictures of what God’s kingdom looks like. This incarnational God is a Divine God who seeks to be in partnership with those who are ready to help liberate all of nature, all of humanity. The Gospel is rebellious. It’s revolutionary. God’s kingdom has come and changed things forever from what they were into something else completely. These playful parables aren’t just words on a page, they are the Word of God which bring the kingdom here, now, today. God is like a mustard seed, God is like creepy yeast! Two weeks ago, I invited us to listen. Listen for the voice of God, which speaks so differently than the voices of the world. Today, I ask us to look beyond what is ordinary. For God looks at us with God’s holy imagination and sees possibilities for us. Look beyond what is comfortable to see and imagine the kingdom of heaven right at our doorsteps.”

I heard her say those words three times on Sunday and was inspired each time. Her invitation and intention is similar to what she said in the children’s sermon, “I want you to be detectives on the lookout for the kingdom of God.”

On this past Friday and Saturday, I was able to attend portions of the Lutheran Men in Mission conference. Many of the presenters shared thoughts and ideas consistent with our faith formation lens and call to be “missional.” I thank you for your commitment to engage intentionally and seriously our call as “claimed, gathered and sent.”

On Sunday, we will say “farewell and Godspeed” to Intern Jessica Harris Daum. Her year with us has been instructive to her as well as to us. She has brought a dynamic sense of call and joy. I encourage all of you to share with her your gratitude and appreciation for her ministry.  Our new intern, Adam King Butler will begin his service with us at the beginning of September. I have always felt that the better we say “goodbye” to someone, the more welcoming our “hello” can be to another.

Stacie Schubert and Andrea Spronk have agreed to co-chair and lead “Be the Blessing 2012.”  Jess and I met with Brian Becker from Wheat Ridge to share all our planning and results.

Avenues of Hope 9.10. 11 is well on its way. We are more than 50% through our collective journey. I want to thank all of you who are participating, especially Brenda Greenwald for her advocacy and passion.

Organist Rick Seaton has been with us for a year. His ministry among us is grand. We are most grateful for his talent and collaborative spirit and nature. It would be most appropriate for you to share your appreciation and gratitude for his significant contributions to our worship life.

As you are aware I have applied for a sabbatical funding grant through the Lilly Endowment Fund. I won’t hear whether it has been approved until late September.  I feel very positive about the goals of the proposal for they are in alignment with faith formation, “borderland” approaches, finding Sabbath and engaging the culture. It is now five months before I will take “leave” for three months. I am in the process of working up an intentional timeline of activities and actions that I will complete before the sabbatical begins in January 2012.  The purpose of these actions and activities will be to clearly identify the goals and objectives of the sabbatical as well as to engage parishioners on how they might participate in a “parallel” journey around the concepts of :

1. Finding Sabbath

2. Seeing God in everyday life

3. Signs of belonging

Gary Nelson states: “we have become passive in our approaches to ministry while a whole world of people live and breathe outside our current sphere of influence. Deep shifts are required in the churches’ attitudes and relationships. It is time to reshape ourselves in such a way that the church of Jesus Christ becomes a movement, creating a new community and a new way of relating together  that results in a people who are one in heart and mind… and shared everything they had (Acts 4:32). I am convinced that this is the hopeful future of the church.” (page 132)
