Bethany Lutheran Church

Council Report Template V092609


1. Reported By: Pastor Ron Glusenkamp

2. Organization: Clergy

3. Date: 12/04/09

4. Report Purpose and Scope: Monthly Council Report

5. Summary for Council: 

· Thanksgiving Eve Service showed increase in giving opportunities: (a) LFS baskets; (b) LWR HealthKITS

· Conversations continue regarding Health and Wellness Director

· 2010 Calendar read for distribution

· h2o devos, Twitters and Blogs

· ADULT LEADERSHIP TRAINING (1/9)

6. Detailed Findings or Accomplishments: 

· Process continues with Covenant regarding Health and Wellness Director search. 
· Pastors continue to have conversations regarding CWA vote and implications for BLC. Lenten Retreat will focus on issue of hermeneutics (how do we read the Bible?)
· Significant marketing has been done around Messiah presentation. 
· ELW setting 1 will be taught during Epiphany and Lent. ELW setting 2 will be liturgy for Sundays of Easter. 
7. Detailed Plans or Next Steps:

· Complete Staff reviews before the end of year

· Homebound visits nearly completed

· Communicate Stewardship plans and year end giving

· Finalize Epiphany and Lenten plans

· Communicate immediate needs for METRO CareRING

· Design, Plan and implement Baptism of our Lord event (Baptism reunion)

8. Items or Issues for Council Attention:

Assess and appreciate the implications of:

Worship Meaningfully in the Lutheran tradition, with a variety of liturgical and musical experiences
· Advent Candle lighting approach this Advent (review)
· Handel’s MESSIAH on December 4 (review)

· John the Baptist and St. Nick Conversation on December 6 (review)

· Sunday School Christmas program on December 13

· Peter Mayer concert on December 20th
· Service of Remembrance on December 27th (grief ministry)

Lenten Retreat- The Good Book  by Peter Gomes

Lenten Studies –Christ and Culture by H. Richard  Niebuhr

                         - Have a Little Faith  Mitch Albom
9. Appendix (Attach Supporting Documentation)

Habitat for Humanity Bails Project- 24 Townhomes, 5 Buildings, 1 Community
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Volunteers
Habitat for Humanity of Metro Denver is going to need over 100 volunteers each day at the Bails Townhome Community site.  Please consider volunteering yourself or getting a group of friends, family or coworkers together to participate in our Adopt-a-Day program.  This project also falls during our Chilly Challenge months.  Each winter, in January, February and March we need volunteer support more than ever.  Please consider joining the Chilly Challenge and sign up to volunteer with us this winter.
The Bails Townhome Community (BTC) is a 24-townhome development located in the thriving Virginia Village neighborhood, near I-25 and Colorado Blvd.  Situated within ½ mile of the Southeast corridor light rail, the BTC is Habitat’s first Transit Oriented Development in metro Denver.  With transportation being the second largest expense for low-income families – and demand for housing within ½ mile of light rail stations expected to increase over 300% in the next 20 years – this development will allow for affordable housing and transportation options well into the future.
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