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4. Report Purpose and Scope: 
Update, review and preview
5. Summary for Council:
As we celebrate the 50 days of Easter we build upon the notion of "Bread for the Journey." Like the disciples we move out into the world to celebrate F.A.I.T.H 24/7.

I'd like to update you tonight about the following:

1. New Intern Jessica Harris

2. Hunger Relief Day 10 10 10

3. Back to Church Sunday, September 10

4. Health & Wellness initiatives

   a. Welcoming home returning veterans

   b. LET's MOVE

6. Detailed Plans or Next Steps: 

New Intern

Ms. Jessica Harris has been assigned to us as our new intern. She will begin her ministry among us in the middle of August. Her bio is in the May edition of THE BEACON. Jessica is engaged to Trey Daum. They will be marriend on June 12 in Minneapolis. Trey will be the intern at Holy Love Lutheran Church

There have recently been two stories in the Denver Post regarding "hunger" in the Denver community. One story in particular http://www.denverpost.com/ci_14871634?source=sb-facebook 

(Child Poverty SkyRockets in Colorado 4/13/210) caught my eye.

At the same time our good friends at METRO CareRing have challenged us to help them  raise $100,000 and 100,000 pounds of food by October 10, 2010. This initiative is called "Hunger Relief Day 101010." Brenda G and I have developed a blog

www.hrd101010.blogspot.com to enlist people to join  the fight against hunger by promising to give "a dollar per day" from July 1- October 10th (Confirmation Sunday).

Right now our desire is to get as many people as we can to promise to donate $100 for the fight against hunger. The next step will be to enlist contributions of food.

Together we can raise more than $10,000 and 10,000 pounds of food.

The first $100 of "seed money" came from a reader of h2o devos from York, PA. Only 99 to go. Will you be 1 of a 100?

BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY September 12, 2010 (aka RALLY DAY)
Info for Leaders from www.backtochurch.com

"According to a survey of participants, Churches who participated in Back to Church Sunday on average saw a 19% increase in their weekend attendance.

Participate in Back to Church Sunday and give every member a reason to extend a church invitation!

Back to Church Sunday is specifically designed to increase church attendance by creating a special church service event and then empowering church members with the outreach tools they need to invite neighbors, friends and loved ones back to church.

Using these great church resources for planning, promotion and execution,  your church can plan a Sunday church service that will excite your members, encourage church invitations, as well as, welcome and connect church visitors to your church ministries. Let people find your church and take advantage of national media by adding your church to the roster.

The Statistics:

Most Americans have been to church and yet only 20 percent are regular attendees. - The American Church in Crisis

 “Four percent of formerly churched adults are actively looking for a church to attend regularly (other than their previous church). Six percent would prefer to resume attending regularly in the same church they had attended. The largest group, 62 percent, is not actively looking, but is open to the idea of attending church regularly again….The issue of affinity also surfaced in the responses. Thirty–five percent indicated that they would be inspired to attend church if I knew there were people like me there.” –Scott McConnell, Lifeway Research

Back To Church Sunday Can Help Your Church:

"This resource will help you strategically reach out to those who have come and gone but might come back to your church.  Many de-churched people are a simple re-invitation away."–Mark Batterson, National Community Church, Washington, DC

“It’s unfortunate that many people leave the church, but there is a large segment that will return. If you’re interested in learning how to get them back to church, I encourage you to check out this material. It will help you reclaim those who left and retain those who return.”–Sam Rainer, president of Rainer Research and author Essential Church

“When people come to church for the first time, or come back after a long absence, they notice everything. In fact, most of them form innate judgments about the environment within seven seconds of walking through the door. Details matter in creating an atmosphere that makes people feel comfortable and keeps them coming back week after week. In the ‘Back To Church Sunday’ Campaign Guide, Outreach has meticulously outlined a clear, powerful plan for reaching and reconnecting the de-churched. Packed with assimilation tips, this guide will help every willing church leader discover how to prepare the way as God prompts people across the nation to come back to church this fall.”–Nelson Searcy, Lead Pastor, The Journey (New York City) and founder, ChurchLeaderInsights.com

"What a great tool for reaching those who have become disconnected from the local church. I pray that congregations all over the country take advantage of this campaign and reach those who know Christ but need a church home!" - Pastor Kevin G. Harney, Author of Organic Outreach for Ordinary People 

Next steps include recruiting and equipping "team leaders."

Health and Wellness Initiatives

Health and Wellness Director Traci Shahan has been very engaged in assessing the scope of ministries at Bethany Lutheran Church. She and I along with our partners at Centus have reviewed the data collected in the health and wellness survery (available at www.bethany-denver.org). Two initiatives that you will be hearing more about in the weeks and months to come are: (1) welcoming home returning veterans; and (2) LET's MOVE- which is all about families who eat2gether more and move2gether more.
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